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Program	Notes

Shimmering	Abyss	takes	its	inspiration	from	the	work	of	biologist	and	artist	Ernst	Haeckel.	While	his	lithographs
were	originally	designed	as	scienti,c	diagrams,	Haeckel	took	profound	artistic	liberties,	exaggerating	the	foreign,
symmetrical	beauty	of	marine	organisms.	The	complex	shapes	and	symmetries	found	within	imply	a	/uid	sense	of
motion,	where	hyper-stylized	forms	suggest	an	impossibly	alien	underwater	world.	Shimmering	Abyss	explores	this
swirling,	contradictory	tension.

Cubomedusae Stephoidea Thalamophora

Illustrations	by	Ernst	Haeckel	from	"Kunstformen	der	Natur"

Instrumentation

Flute
Bass	Clarinet	&	Clarinet	(B♭)

Violin
Violoncello
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Performance	Notes

A	brief	note:	awkward	technical	transitions	stemming	from	register,	dynamic,	and	technique	are	intentional	and	the
resulting	noise	and	instability	is	desired.	Dynamics	should	always	remain	soft	in	quality	and	are	used	largely	to	show
interior	shape	and	the	direction	of	the	piece.	Good	balance	and	taste	should	always	take	precendence	over	written
dynamic

Strings
Mutes	are	required	for	both	strings,	wooden	mutes	are	preferred.	Harmonics	may	jitter	between	spoken	and
unspoken.	Sound	should	generally	contain	a	'slow	bow'	airy	sound	throughout.

Winds
Crescendos	from	neinte	may	be	left	unstable	and	uncompensated	for,	if	occuring	while	overblowing,	lower	octave
may	speak	,rst.	When	air	sounds	occur	near	a	niente,	the	air	sounds	may	be	reached	fully	before	the	neinte	and
expelled	as	if	a	breath.

Circles	are	used	to	show	gradation	between	pitch	and	sound	(empty	circle
as	most	air	and	full	circle	as	most	pitch)
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