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Program Notes

Inspired by Marianne Moore’s poem, A Jelly-Fish evokes the experience of reaching out to touch a jellyfish, only to
watch it shrivel and fade away just as your hand draws near. This fleeting moment mirrors the indescribable nature
of poetry, music, and art. When trying to dissect its details, its essense slips away. This piece, explores a reaching, and

alonging for song only to dissolve away into the sea.

A Jelly-Fish
by Marianne Moore

Visible, invisible,
A fluctuating charm,
An amber-colored amethyst
Inhabits it; your arm
Approaches, and
It opens and
It closes;

You have meant
To catch it,
And it shrivels;
You abandon
Your intent—

It opens, and it
Closes and you
Reach for it—
The blue
Surrounding it
Grows cloudy, and
It floats away
From you..



Performance Notes

A breif note: the work should always remain soft in dynamic and impression. Unsteady timbres in this quiet
dynamic is desired, and while it should not be unnaturally exaggerated, it need not be compensated for. The timbre
in both the voice and flute should focus on a more airy, noisy, and colorful tone throughout. Physical motion and
facial expression should remain as minimal as possible except during moments of "reaching out” where even still it

should be reserved. Spoken text should not be spoken theatrically but inflected as if sharing this tragic dream with a

friend.

Soprano
Vibrato should be avoided in static moments with breif moments shining through in the upper register, in these

moments the width of the vibrato should still be kept limited. Text in square brackets indicates International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) sounds are available on:

https://www.internationalphoneticalphabet.org/ipa-sounds/

Flute

fto— —@

)

Multiphonic Catalogue:

Each multiphonic is given a numberic label, e.g. [4], based on its first occurence within the piece. e.g. m. 32.
Multiphonics may be substituted if needed based on the player/instrument however, care should be taken to match
the dynamic, expression, and tone of the notated multiphonic. Fingerings for harmonics based clearly on the
harmonic series (in an octave, fifth or both) e.g. m. 1 are ommitted in favor of a diamond notehead below, denoting

Square note heads represent singing into the flute while playing

the fingered pitch.
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Performance Score

A Jelly-Fish
for Sydeboob Duo

Text By: Marianne Moore Connor Simpson

Drifting, Obscuring, Eroding J=54 On Tone: Airy, Bare, Unstable
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A Jelly-Fish
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A Jelly-Fish
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A Jelly-Fish
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